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THE FRONT LINE
The days are getting longer and there is a hint of green on
the trees. I’m glad to have winter (almost) behind us and
am looking forward to spring. April is National Poetry
Month, and we’ll be featuring poets and poetry all month
long. On Thursday, April 5 at 6:30 pm, Valerie Wallace and
Rachel Slotnick will be reading from their collections,
House of McQueen and In Lieu of Flowers, respectively.
On Sunday, April 22, we host poet Faisal Mohyuddin, who
will read from his latest book, The Displaced Children of
Displaced Children. He will be joined by our own Book Stall staffer and
poet Jacob Zawa.
The last Saturday of April will be the 5th annual nationwide Independent
Bookstore Day. IBD began as a way for bookstores to say thank you to
their customers and communities for their support and patronage and to
remind people of the importance of local enterprise. We’ll celebrate with
activities and prizes for kids and adults alike. We have special
literary-themed merchandise that will be available in limited quantities.
Guest authors will stop by in the afternoon to offer book suggestions
and chat about their work. See details on page 8.
The Family Action Network (FAN) has some great programming this
spring. Journalist Sam Quinones will discuss his book, Dreamland, which
documents the opiate crisis, on April 9 at 7 pm at Evanston Township
High School. Wendy Mogel, author of The Blessing of a Skinned Knee,
will present her newest book, Voice Lessons for Parents, on Friday, April 20
at 7 pm at New Trier High School Northfield. Our library partners have
some great authors coming: Wilmette Public Library hosts Amor Towles
at Wilmette Junior High on Sunday, April 22 at 3 pm for a talk about
A Gentleman in Moscow, which continues to sell well at the store.
Towles’ presentation will only enhance your appreciation of his amazing
novel. On Wednesday, April 18 at 7 pm, the Glencoe Public Library
presents Jennifer Palmieri, Hillary Clinton’s communications director,
for Dear Madam President, a book of advice for young women
considering political life. Finally, our great friend Cory Franklin will
be in the store for his new book, The Doctor Will See You Now, on
Saturday, April 21 at 3 pm.
We’re excited about all the new titles in the store. Readers loved Madeline
Miller’s Song of Achilles, and her newest, Circe, is great. Told from Circe
the sea witch’s point of view, Miller conjures the classical world and the
gods, nymphs, and mortals that inhabit it. Curtis Sittenfeld, author of
American Wife, has published her first short story collection, You Think It,
I’ll Say It. Sittenfeld is a literary novelist with a sly wit and a compelling
voice. Another short story collection worth a read is Anjali Sachdeva’s
timely and socially relevant All the Names They Used for God. And I look
forward to starting Meg Wolitzer’s latest The Female Persuasion, her
follow up to The Interestings. My husband Roger is enjoying Racing the
Devil, one of Charles Todd’s mysteries set in England shortly after World
War I. Katie (21) is halfway through Sigrid Nunez’s The Friend, about a
woman who inherits a friend’s dog. Nicky (19) says he’s learning a lot
from the classic The Intelligent Investor by Benjamin Graham. Lexy is
re-reading an old favorite, Falling into Place by Amy Zhang.
Finally, we’re excited to launch Saturday Morning Story Hour at The
Book Stall every week at 10:30 am. Bring your kids ages 3-to-6 to hear
stories read by Book Stall staffers. See page 6 for details.
Happy Spring! We look forward to seeing you in the store.

CALENDAR
THURSDAY, APRIL 5
6:30 pm, Poetry reading at the store
RACHEL SLOTNICK and VALERIE WALLACE
Help us launch our celebration of National Poetry
Month with these two outstanding young Chicagobased poets. Ms. Slotnick will read from her debut
volume of poetry, In Lieu of Flowers. Ms. Wallace’s
new book of poetry is House of McQueen.
SATURDAY, APRIL 7
10:30 am, Saturday Morning Story Hour Launch
We’re delighted to inaugurate a new weekly story
hour at the store for kids age 3 – 6. See page 6.
MONDAY, APRIL 9
4:30 pm, Storytime at the store
DAVID WIESNER
I Got It!
Three-time Caldecott winner David Wiesner brings
his trademark artistry and imagination to his new
picture book celebrating the game of baseball. Free
and open to the public. We request you purchase a
copy of Mr. Wiesner’s book from The Book Stall to
enter the signing line. See also page 6.
7 pm, a FAN event
Evanston Township High School, 1600 Dodge Ave.
SAM QUINONES
Dreamland: The True Tale of America’s
Opiate Epidemic
Journalist, author, and storyteller Sam Quinones
speaks on the subject “Dreamland: America’s Opiate
Epidemic and How We Got Here,” based on his
National Book Circle Award-winning book.
TUESDAY, APRIL 10
6:30 pm at the store
LINDA GARTZ
Redlined: A Memoir of Race,
Change, and Fractured Community
in 1960s Chicago
We welcome Emmy Award-winning
TV producer and author Linda Gartz
for a discussion of her fascinating
new book. Set on Chicago’s West
Side against the backdrop of the Civil Rights
Movement in the 1960s, it exposes the racist lending
rules that refused mortgages to anyone in areas
with even one black resident. But Ms. Gartz’s
parents chose to stay in their integrating
neighborhood, overcoming previous prejudices
as they met and formed friendships with their
African-American neighbors.
Calendar continues on page 4

THE IN S ID E L I N E
AIMEE ANDERSON
Everything Happens for A
Reason: And Other Lies I’ve
Loved by Kate Bowler ($26).
Every once in a while, I read a
book that is so thought-provoking,
so inspirational, so moving, so
poignant that I immediately want
to read it again, to experience the
rush of insight one more time. Everything Happens for a
Reason is that book. The author is an assistant professor at
Duke Divinity School. Her graduate work and primary
expertise centers around the Prosperity Gospel, a creed that
sees fortune as a blessing from God and misfortune as a mark
of God’s disapproval. At the age of 35, when her life was
otherwise abundant with blessings, she was diagnosed with
stage IV colon cancer. As she realizes that life, and her disease,
cannot be controlled by positive thinking and a can-do
attitude, she is forced to confront the question “What does it
mean to die in a society that insists everything happens for a
reason?” Bowler takes the reader on a very personal, oftenhumorous, often-difficult journey through her struggle to
accept that without the Prosperity Gospel, life can be difficult
but also incredible.

gospels. Understanding the New Testament (or the Bible, or
the Koran, for that matter) is important to understanding the
beliefs and values that underlie Christianity. As arguments
swirl about what the New Testament says and means, a literal
translation grounds the discussion in "first principles."

KATHLEEN CRAWFORD
The Only Story by Julian Barnes
($25.95, out April 17). From the
Man Booker Prize-winning
author of The Sense of an Ending
comes this novel about a young
man becoming enmeshed in a
May-December love affair. Paul
is recalling how in the 1960s—as
a 19-year-old looking to escape living with his
parents—he fell for a married 48-year-old woman looking to
escape her loveless and abusive marriage. Told in three parts
covering a decade, Paul grows and evolves slowly while
trying to maneuver the discovery and subsequent pain and
anguish of loving someone with a severe addiction. An
excellent book group choice for people who love Barnes.
His prose is beautiful, as are his details in this character study.
A sobering story with themes of love, loss, addiction, and
self-preservation.

The Marshall Plan: Dawn of the Cold War by
Benn Steil ($35). At the end of WWII, much of
Europe was in a state of collapse. Looking to
expand his control, Josef Stalin was solidifying
his gains and seeking to exploit the weaknesses
of an exhausted region. The Marshall Plan was
conceived as a way to aid the recovery of Europe
and as a bulwark against the spread of communism.
In operation beginning in April 1948, it was not primarily a
humanitarian effort, although one of its best-remembered acts,
the Berlin airlift (June 1948 – September 1949), certainly was.
More central to the purpose was the creation of NATO and
the commitment of a permanent U.S. military presence in
Western Europe. Steil describes the thrust and parry of Cold
War relations as Stalin sought to drive the Americans out of
Europe. He recounts the hard-fought political and economic
battles to create the Plan, both at home and abroad. The rapid
recovery of Europe, and the strong yet fragile alliances,
ultimately stopped the further expansion of Soviet control,
and the world entered the tense unsettled era of the Cold War.
As always, history has much to teach us. Today, many of the
alliances forged in WWII and post-WWII are being criticized.
But, as Steil reminds us, building those relationships was
extremely difficult and, imperfect though they may be, the
world is a safer place because of them.

JON GRAND
The New Testament:
A Translation, translated by
David Bentley Hart ($35).
Translations of the New
Testament abound. Some, like
the King James Version, are
incomparably beautiful to read,
though seriously flawed in the
strict adherence to the original sources. Others force language
to conform to dogma with sometimes-uncomfortable results.
Hart has provided a literal translation of the Greek texts, and
the result is at times raw and often surprisingly beautiful. The
history of Biblical translations is an interesting study in itself,
and Hart provides a reasonable overview in his introduction.
For the reader, and for biblical scholars, this new translation
will be controversial. But for both, a literal translation will
open new windows into the meaning and intent of the early

The Collector of Lives: Giorgio Vasari and the
Invention of Art by Ingrid Rowland and Noah
Charney ($29.95). Giorgio Vasari himself was a
sculptor, painter and architect. But he is best
known for Lives of the Artists, a new genre of
biography that focused on artists’ lives as well as
their art. Perhaps more importantly, his writing
changed the way artists were perceived. Art was
considered a technical skill possessed by craftsmen and
decorators. In Vasari, art is elevated to an intellectual and
aesthetic pursuit that at its highest expression is driven by
genius. Modern scholarship has noted many errors in Vasari's
biographies. But without these early portraits, we would have
little contemporary insight into the lives of Raphael,
Michelangelo, or Leonardo. Vasari was the first to recognize
for posterity the creative genius of these and other artists.
And, as Rowland and Charney show, Vasari's own life was
often no less interesting than his subjects.

12 Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos by
Jordan B. Peterson ($25.95). There are any
number of prescriptive books out there that
promise to make you happier, thinner, smarter,
sexier, etc. in six, ten or fifteen easy steps. And
most are disappointing. I generally avoid the
self-help/pop psychology genre altogether. But
Peterson's book is different. It is descriptive
rather than prescriptive. Peterson views self-discipline,
courage, truth, and personal responsibility through a lens
that looks at modern neuroscience and ancient history;
psychological theory and the oldest literature of our species;

the reality of politics and economics; and the lessons of
religion. In short, Peterson provides the cultural context that
teaches us how to find order in a world that too often seems
chaotic. The "rules,” it turns out, are to be found in our history
as much as our science.

humans to see Earth in its entirety as a planet, view the far
side of the moon, and see an incredibly beautiful earthrise.
NOTE: Mr. Kurson appears at the store on Thursday, May 17
at 6:30 pm, in conversation with Alice Moody.
LIZ ROGATZ

ANN KEIL
Robert Kurson, the author of Shadow Divers,
writes fascinating and exciting
books, and his latest, Rocket Men:
The Daring Odyssey of Apollo 8
and the Astronauts Who Made
Man’s First Journey to the Moon
($28, out April 3), is no exception.
At the end of 1968, the nation was
being torn apart by the Vietnam War, race riots,
and the assassinations of Bobby Kennedy and Martin Luther
King. The space program, once the guiding light of the
Kennedy administration, was now lagging far behind the
Russians, who, it was believed, would make it to the moon by
Christmas. The original U.S. mission to do another low Earth
orbit was scrapped in favor of a bold decision to send a
manned spacecraft to the moon. That spacecraft would be
Apollo 8, the first manned mission to leave Earth's orbit, enter
the gravity field of the moon, orbit the moon, and then propel
itself back to Earth. Kurson’s telling of Apollo 8's achievements is a reminder that, even in the most turbulent of times,
moments of unity and wonder are still possible in this world.
We marvel as the brave trio of astronauts—Frank Borman,
James Lovell and William Anders—become be the first

Celebrating National Poetry Month
Collections
Recommended by
Book Stall Poets

ROBERT McDONALD

JACOB ZAWA

Robert and Jacob recommend these recent poetry titles.
The last of the living Beat poets, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, is
99 years old, and Ferlinghetti’s Greatest Poems ($16.95)
has just been released to celebrate. His work is both
groundbreaking and influential. There’s also a
New Selected Poems ($18) from Robert Lowell, a
“confessional poet” contemporary of Anne Sexton
and Sylvia Plath. Speaking of contemporary, both Robert
and Jacob have been huge fans of these books of poetry
published in the past year: Madness ($18) by Sam Sax, a
worthy successor to Ferlinghetti, among others; Virgin
($16) by Annalicia Sotelo; House of Fact, House of Ruin
($16) by Tom Sleigh; and the unforgettable Whereas ($16)
by Layli Long Solider, which harkens
back to innovators like Gertrude Stein
while remaining its own startling self
and has just won the 2018 National
Book Critics Circle Award for poetry.
They are also looking forward to
Wade in the Water ($24), due April 4
from U.S. Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith.
Roxane Gay said, “I know brilliance
when I read it and this book is brilliant."

A Lady’s Guide to Selling Out by
Sally Franson ($27; out April 10).
Smart, timely, funny—it’s the
book you’ll want to gift your
girlfriend and/or daughter.
Casey, an English major turned
PR executive, is riding high,
making money and sitting in
judgment of her best friend, who is a starving artist. Her life
was going her way until she goes down in flames in a very
public way and needs to reinvent herself with authenticity and
grace. A perfect escapist read to kick off spring.
The Last Equation of Isaac Severny: A Novel in
Clues by Nova Jacobs ($25). Isaac, the patriarch
of a brilliant yet dysfunctional family, dies
leaving his kin in search of his life’s work—a
mathematical equation that would have
profound reverberations. That may sound dry,
but it is not at all in this well-written novel that
is half-mystery, half-literary fiction. It’s twisty
and smart, as Isaac’s granddaughter tries to solve his final
riddle to unlock the equation. Great characters, great plot,
great fun.
DEADLY
The holy thinks Tiger,
Then watches the thing
Wriggle, divide, stagger up
Out of the sea to rise on legs
And tear into the side
Of a loping gazelle,
Thinks Man and witnesses
The armies of trees and
Every nation of beast and
The wide furious ocean
And the epochs of rock
Tremble.
—from Wade in the Water by Tracy K. Smith
I am waiting for the Great Divide to be crossed
and I am anxiously waiting
for the secret of eternal life to be discovered
by an obscure general practitioner
and save me forever from certain death
and I am waiting
for life to begin
and I am waiting
for the storms of life
to be over
and I am waiting
to set sail for happiness
and I am waiting
for a reconstructed Mayflower
to reach America
with its picture story and tv rights
sold in advance to the natives
and I am waiting
for the lost music to sound again
in the Lost Continent
in a new rebirth of wonder
—from “I Am Waiting,”one of Ferlinghetti’s Greatest Poems

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11
12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
DAVID RAPP
Tinker to Evers to Chance: The Chicago Cubs
and the Dawn of Modern America
Just two days after the Cubs’ home opener on April 9,
journalist David Rapp talks about his new book, the story of
three disparate—and often clashing—men who became a
part of one of the first dynasties in baseball.
THURSDAY, APRIL 12
1 pm, Coffee and cookies at the store
CHRISTINE LAHTI
True Stories from an Unreliable Witness
Oscar, Emmy, and Golden Globe Award
winning actress and director Christine Lahti
appears in conversation with Chicago Tribune
movie critic Michael Phillips. They'll discuss
her new book (out April 10), a poignant
collection of stories from her life as an actress
and activist. Purchase of the book from The
Book Stall is required to enter the signing line.
7 pm, a Family Action Network (FAN) Event
Cornog Auditorium, New Trier HS Northfield, 7 Happ Rd.
TED DINTERSMITH
What School Could Be: Insights and Inspiration
from Teachers Across America
Innovation expert Ted Dintersmith visited all 50 states in one
school year. He came away with bold ideas from teachers and
classrooms across the country and turned them in his new
book that provides a realistic and optimistic roadmap for
creating cultures of innovation and real learning in all schools.
SUNDAY, APRIL 15
2 pm at the store
WILLIAM HAZELGROVE
Al Capone and the 1933 World's Fair:
The End of the Gangster Era in Chicago
Bestselling Chicago author William Hazelgrove takes a look
at the exciting and sprawling history behind the 1933 World's
Fair—and a city fighting for survival in the darkest of times.
TUESDAY, APRIL 17
12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
SALLY HELGESEN
How Women Rise: Break the 12 Habits Holding You Back
from Your Next Raise, Promotion, or Job
Women’s leadership expert Sally Helgesen identifies habits
that hold women back from realizing their full potential.
7 pm, Vernon Area Public Library,
300 Olde Half Day Road, Lincolnshire
MATTHEW CORDELL
Wolf in the Snow
Mr. Cordell talks about his book,
winner of the 2018 Caldecott Medal,
and gives an insider's view of the
process of creating picture books,
from the original idea to the finished
product. Beginning at 6:30 pm, kids
and their parents can enjoy light
refreshments and conversation about the elements of book
design. For grades 3 and up with an adult. Registration is
required. See calendar.vapld.info to register.

Please call The Book Stall at 847 446-8880 to
make reservations (required) for club events.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18
7 pm, Glencoe Public Library, 320 Park Ave.
JENNIFER PALMIERI
Dear Madam President: An Open Letter to the
Women Who Will Run the World
Ms. Palmieri’s new book is an empowering
message to whomever becomes the first woman
president and a forward-thinking framework
for reimaging women in leadership roles of all
types. She was the Director of Communications
for Hillary Clinton's 2016 presidential campaign and prior to
that served as the White House Communications Director for
President Barack Obama.
THURSDAY, APRIL 19
6:30 pm at the store

JESSE ROGERS
Try Not To Suck: The Exceptional,
Extraordinary Baseball Life of Joe Maddon
ESPN’s Jesse Rogers talks about his new book,
written with MLB.com’s Bill Chastain, exploring Cubs Manager Joe Maddon's life and career
and delving behind the scenes to dissect the
mystique that makes him so popular with
players and analysts alike.

FRIDAY, APRIL 20
7 pm, a FAN Event
Cornog Auditorium, New Trier HS Northfield, 7 Happ Rd.
WENDY MOGEL
Voice Lessons for Parents:
What to Say, How to Say It, and When to Listen
Renowned speaker and parenting expert Wendy Mogel offers
an essential guide to the art of talking to children and shows
how a change in voice can transform conversations and ease
the relationship between parents and children. Dr. Mogel is
the bestselling author of The Blessing of a Skinned Knee and
The Blessing of a B Minus.
SATURDAY, APRIL 21
3 pm at the store
DR. CORY FRANKLIN
The Doctor Will See You Now:
Essays on the Changing Practice
of Medicine
Dr. Franklin, who spent 25 years
as the director of intensive care
at Cook County Hospital, talks
about his new book, an eclectic
collection of short essays that
explore the evolving patient-physician relationship; famous doctors and notorious patients;
surprising hospital practices and the future of health care;
medical reporting, research, ethics, drugs, and money; and the
brave new world of neurology.
SUNDAY, APRIL 22
2 pm, Book Launch party at the store
FAISAL MOHYUDDIN
The Displaced Children of Displaced Children
Chicago writer, artist and educator Faisal Mohyuddin, an
English teacher at Highland Park High School, reads from his
debut poetry collection, winner of the 2017 Sexton Prize for
Poetry, awarded annually in the UK. Appearing with
Mr. Mohyuddin will be The Book Stall’s own in-house poet
Jacob Zawa, who writes as Leonard Zawadski, along with
poets Leila Chatti and Anita Olivia Koester.

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
3 pm, “One Book, Everybody Reads”
Wilmette Jr. High School Auditorium, 620 Locust Road
AMOR TOWLES
A Gentleman in Moscow
This is the highlight of the
Wilmette Public Library’s “One
Book, Everybody Reads” program.
Hear the author speak about the
book that has been one of our
biggest bestsellers of recent years.
This program is free and open to the public. For
information on the library’s many other “One Book” programs
this month, go to wilmettelibrary.info/onebook
MONDAY, APRIL 23
6:30 pm at the store
COLLEGE NIGHT
with Alice Moody
We’ll discuss books available at The Book Stall to help
students make the most of their college experience and show
parents how they can best help their child navigate this next
step towards an independent and meaningful life. Alice Moody,
book discussion moderator, will lead the discussion. A $5 participation fee is fully redeemable for merchandise in the store.
TUESDAY, APRIL 24
7 pm, Glenbard South High School
23W200 Butterfield Rd., Glen Ellyn
DANIEL PINK
When: The Scientific Secrets of Perfect Timing
Pink discusses his bestseller that distills cutting-edge research
and data on timing into scientific secrets that can help a
person flourish at work, school, and home. For more
FAN/Pink events and details, see familyactionnetwork.net.
THURSDAY, APRIL 26
12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
EDWARD TENNER
The Efficiency Paradox: What Big Data Can’t Do
In his new book (out April 17), the author offers a smarter way
of thinking about efficiency, revealing what individuals and
institutions, when equipped with a combination of artificial
intelligence and trained intuition, can learn from the random
and unexpected.
6:30 pm, Book launch at the store
MICHAEL BARSA
The Garden of Blue Roses
Michael Barsa, a professor at Northwestern
University’s Pritzker School of Law, speaks
about his debut novel, a dark literary tale.
Writes Kirkus Reviews of the book: “With his first
novel, the influences of which include the gothic
visions of Hawthorne, the morally charged horror of
Shirley Jackson, and the twisty storytelling of Italo Calvino, Barsa
emerges as a unique voice in contemporary fiction.”
THURSDAY, APRIL 26
7 pm, Glencoe Public Library, 320 Park Ave.
FRIDAY, APRIL 27
12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
EILEEN McNAMARA
Eunice: The Kennedy Who Changed the World
Pultizer Prize-winning Boston Globe journalist McNamara
discusses her book, described as a portrait of a woman both
ahead of her time and out of step with it: the visionary
founder of the Special Olympics, a devout Catholic in a
secular age, and a women whose impact on American society
may be longer lasting than that of any of the Kennedy men.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
All Day at The Book Stall
INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE DAY
See page 8 for our full day’s activities.
SUNDAY, APRIL 29
2 pm at the store

DAVID KERNS
Fortnight on Maxwell Street
Chicago native David Kerns, a retired senior hospital executive
and Stanford medical professor, speaks about his novel, the
story of a 24-year-old med student who spends two weeks
delivering babies in Chicago’s inner-city in the spring of 1968,
just as riots break out after the assassination of Martin Luther
King. It’s based on his own two-week medical student rite of
passage at the Chicago Maternity Center on Chicago’s West Side.
MONDAY, APRIL 30
7 pm, North Shore Congregation Israel, 1185 Sheridan Rd.,
Glencoe
CLEMANTINE WAMARIYA
The Girl Who Smiled Beads:
A Story of War and What Comes After
Rwandan genocide survivor Clemantine Wamariya appears in
conversation about her book telling how she and her sister fled
the Rwandan massacre in 1994 and spent six years migrating
through seven African countries before eventually being
granted refugee status in Chicago.

Early May Author Highlights
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
12 noon, Luncheon, University Club of Chicago
DAVID KERTZER
The Pope Who Would Be King
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Pope and Mussolini
speaks about his highly anticipated new book (out April 24).
THURSDAY, MAY 3
4:30 pm at the store,
A Children’s Book Week Writing Workshop
BLUE BALLIETT
Out of the Wild Night
Join us for writing workshop for ages 9 and up, focusing on
writing ghost stories. Registration required. See page 6.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 9
11:30 am, Josselyn Center Annual Spring Luncheon
Northmoor Country Club, 820 Edgewood Road,
Highland Park
JUDITH GUEST
The author of the acclaimed novel Ordinary People will share
the story of her personal mental health journey in an interview
with medical reporter Margaret Shortridge Werd. For more
information and reservations, see josselyn.org.
Book Discussion Groups at The Book Stall
Wednesday, April 11 at 6:30 pm
Leonardo da Vinci by Walter Isaacson
Led by Jon Grand
Wednesday, April 18 at 9:30 am
Packinko by Min Jin Lee
Led by Elise Barack
Wednesday, April 25 at 6:30 pm
The Heart’s Invisible Furies by John Boyne
Led by Alice Moody
Thursday, May 10 at 6:30 pm
The Woman in the Window by A.J. Finn
Led by Alice Moody

the childrens’s line...
Hello Children and Children's Book Fans,
We have some delightful events for you in April!
First, I should mention that we are starting a
weekly Saturday Morning Story Hour here in
the store. Every Saturday at 10:30 am, beginning
on Saturday, April 7, come in and hear staff
members read some of their very favorite
stories for ages 3 - 6.
Mike has already been
practicing I Stink! for
KARI PATCH our young truck
enthusiasts! Our good
storyteller friend Lucia Luckett Kelly
will return for Saturday Morning
Story Hour on June 16 and July 14
and 28. Jacob Grant will be a guest on
June 23 for his book Bear’s Scare.
On Monday, April 9 at
4:30 pm we are thrilled to
host three-time Caldecott
Medal winner David
Wiesner for his brand new
picture book, I Got It!,
celebrating the iconic
American game of
baseball. Picture book and baseball fans
aren't going to want to miss this event! As School Library
Journal stated in a starred review, I Got It! is "a mesmerizing
and entertaining offering that will be enjoyed by a broad
audience. A must-have addition to sports shelves." David
Wiesner is internationally renowned for his visual storytelling
and has won the Caldecott Medal three times--for Tuesday,
The Three Pigs, and Flotsam—the second person in history to
do so. He is also the recipient of three Caldecott Honors, for
Free Fall, Sector 7, and Mr. Wuffles. This event is free and
open to the public, but we request that you purchase
Mr. Wiesner’s book from the Book Stall in order to enter
the book-signing line.
April ends on a high note with Independent Bookstore Day on
Saturday, April 28. Please join us to celebrate! We will have raffles
and giveaways, story time, and fun scavenger hunts throughout
the day. Check the events calendar at thebookstall.com for more
information, and be sure to stop in for all the fun!

The fun of Indie Bookstore Day leads us right into my favorite
week of the year: Children’s Book Week. Established in 1919,
Children’s Book Week is the longest-running national literacy
initiative in the country. Every year we host events to help
connect young readers and books. This year, Children’s Book
Week is April 30 – May 6. On Thursday, May 3 at 4:30 pm,
join New York Times bestselling author Blue
Balliett for a ghost story writing workshop for
ages 9 – 12! Ms. Balliett’s new novel,
Out of the Wild Night, is a delightful ghost
story. (Check out Amy T’s review on the next
page.) Young writers should come ready to
brainstorm the five elements of an unforgettable ghost story, and then use them to build a
story. Blue Balliett will share some of her own secrets about
how to scare yourself—and everyone else. Please note: The
cost of our writing workshops is a $5 gift card, which can be
used toward Ms. Balliett’s new book or other merchandise in
the store. We ask participants to register, as space is limited.
Payment is not required until the day of the event. Please
register in the store or by calling us at 847 446-8880.
Happy April! And please come see us in the store!

Kari P.
BETSY BALYEAT
The Traitor's Game by Jennifer
Nielsen ($17.99). Kestra Dallisor
has spent three years in exile in
the Lava Fields outside the lands
of the Antora kingdom. Now
she has been called back to the
kingdom by her father, who is the
right-hand man to the evil King,
Lord Endrick. A group of rebels snatch Kestra
from her carriage as she reluctantly returns home. They want
her to retrieve the lost Olden Blade, the only object that can
destroy the evil immortal king. But Kestra is not the obedient
captive they expected. Here we have an unforgettable new
heroine caught in an epic tale of treachery and intrigue, love
and deceit. A perfect choice for fans of Jennifer Nielsen's
Ascendance trilogy. Ages 13 and up
Love & Other Train Wrecks by Leah Konen
($17.99). Noah, a hopeless romantic, is traveling
home for one last chance to win back the love of
his life. Ammy, who doesn't believe in true
love—just look at her parents—is reluctantly on
her way to her father's wedding. Ammy and
Noah meet when they find themselves as seat
mates on an Amtrak train headed to Hudson,
N.Y. Both need to get to their destinations by a
certain time, so when the train grinds to a halt in a snowstorm,
they decide to try their luck with a bus. The adventure really
begins when the last bus leaves the station just as they
approach, having been slowed by the snow. The characters are
likable and honest, and the story reminds me of those written
by Jennifer Smith, who is a store favorite. A charming, funny,
and romantic odyssey. Ages 13 and up

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani ($16.99).
After introverted Nisha receives a diary for her
12th birthday, she begins to find her voice by
writing journal entries to her deceased mother.
She relates the family's upheaval amid the 1947
partition of India. As the daughter of a Muslim
mother and Hindu father, Nisha questions just
where she belongs. Because her family lives in a
Muslim town that is now part of Pakistan, they
are forced to leave and begin the long journey to the border of
India and safety in a Hindu area. This is a richly compelling
story that speaks to the turbulence surrounding not only
India's independence long ago, but also the plight of all
refugees around the world who are making forced journeys
from one place to another in our current time. A beautiful,
moving novel about the human cost of conflict. Historical
fiction for ages 12 to adult.
Arlo Finch in the Valley of Fire by John August
($16.99). Arlo's family has returned to his
mother's home town of Pine Mountain, Colorado, to try to regain some normalcy after a
stressful few years. But nothing is normal in Pine
Mountain. To make new friends, 12-year-old
Arlo joins the Rangers, a scout-like group. But
instead of learning how to build campfires and
navigate forest trails, they learn magic craft and
about creatures from other realms. As Arlo prepares for his
first test to advance a rank, he has no idea his and his friend's
lives will be at stake. This is a spellbinding fantasy adventure
story that is the first in a series by screenwriter August. It
is grounded in reality with a strong emphasis on clever
characters and friendship. Ages 8 - 12
AMY TROGDON
It's Springtime,
Mr. Squirrel!
by Sebastian
Meschenmoser
($18.95). Spring
has sprung and
Mr. Squirrel is
overcome by the wonderful colors and smells of the season.
Bear encourages him to enjoy himself in the sun! However,
Squirrel's friend Hedgehog has spied a lovely female hedgehog from afar and is smitten. Squirrel assures him that he
knows exactly how to impress the ladies. Hedgehog must
become a hero and show her his bravery! Together they
attempt to conquer the most dangerous animal in the forest,
with surprising results! Ages 5 - 8
Petra by Marianna Coppo ($17.99). Petra
appears to be a rock, a mountain, an island, an
egg? Whatever she is, she is positively sure she
is amazing! She has no idea what she will be
tomorrow but, oh well, she's a rock and that's
how she rolls! A great read-a-loud to promote
confidence, perspective and potential. Ages 4 - 8
Out of the Wild Night by Blue Balliett ($17.99).
Ghosts are alive and well on Nantucket Island.
You can hear them in the creaking old houses.
They want to be remembered and they want to
protect their island. The ghosts choose a group
of island kids to help guard the island from
harm. Can they reconcile their fears of the past
and present to preserve the future of their
island? Great mystery combined with

Nantucket history from award-winning author Blue Balliett,
who’ll be at The Book Stall for a writing workshop on
Thursday, May 3. Ages 9 - 12
Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes ($16.99).
Jerome is a young black boy who is killed by
police who thought his toy gun was real. After
his death, he lingers as a ghost, checking on his
friends and family. He also meets Emmet Till,
who was kidnapped and murdered in 1955,
becoming an icon of the civil rights movement.
Emmett helps educate Jerome in our country's
history of racism and socio-political events,
which in turn helps Jerome come to understand his own death.
Jewell Parker Rhodes is a master at weaving historical events
into realistic stories. This timely novel about how families face
the complexities of today's world would be a wonderful book
to read as a family! "Only the living can make the world better.
Live and make the world better!"Ages 10 - 14

April is National Poetry Month and we hope
everyone will take the opportunity to explore
new poetry collections as well as old favorites!
Voices In the Air: Poems for Listeners by
Naomi Shihab Nye ($17.99). This lovely
book of 90 free verse poems encourages
teens to turn off their digital devices and
"listen better.”She also reminds us that
"quiet inspiration may be as necessary as
food, water, and shelter.” These culturally
aware poems will give you a quiet time of
reflection. Ages 13 and up
Read! Read! Read! by Amy Ludwig
VanDerwater illustrated by Ryan
O'Rourke ($17.95). Poems that celebrate
the excitement and joy of learning to
read. Ages 5 - 10
School People by
Lee Bennett Hopkins,
illustrated by Ellen Shi
($17.95). A celebration of the caring,
wonderful people children meet
during their school day.
Ages 5 - 8

Earth Verse: Haiku from the Ground Up
by Sally M. Walker, illustrated by
William Grill ($17.99). Haiku poetry
that explores the wondrous makeup of
our Earth. Includes more descriptive
explanation at the end of the book.
Ages 8 - 13

birds sleep in their nests
winds unfurl a fog blanket…
leaves sing lullabies
no bucket needed,
the sea builds its own castle…
flowers bloom on dunes

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PA I D
PERMIT 930
CAROLSTREAM, IL

811 Elm Street ● Winnetka, Illinois 60093
Monday - Thursday 9:30 am to 7 pm
Friday 9:30 am to 6 pm
Saturday 9:30 am to 5 pm ● Sunday 11 am to 5 pm
Telephone: (847) 446-8880
www.thebookstall.com
email: books@thebookstall.com

Celebrate Independent Book Store Day with Us!
The Book Stall celebrates its independence—and that of fellow indies across the country—on Saturday, April 28.
Please come be a part of the festivities.
• Saturday Story Hour at 10:30 am for kids age 3 – 6, with an adult.
• Baked Goods all day, especially prepared by Book Stall staff using recipes from their favorite cookbooks.
• Various activities and prizes for adults and kids, all day.
• Special literary-themed merchandise available while supplies last.
• Well-known local guest authors in the store in the afternoon to talk about their books and recommend
some of their past and current favorites. We’ll welcome Laurence Gonzales, Rebecca Makkai, Erica O’Rourke,
and Christine Sneed, among others.
Please join us!

Sunday
1

April

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

5

6

9

4:30 pm, Storytime
at the store
DAVID WIESNER
I Got It!

10

7 pm, a FAN event
Evanston Township
High School
SAM QUINONES
Dreamland

15

16

2 pm at the store
FAISAL MOHYUDDIN
The Displaced Children of
Displaced Children

23

3 pm, Wilmette Jr. High
School Auditorium
AMOR TOWLES
A Gentleman in Moscow

29

2 pm at the store
DAVID KERNS
Fortnight on Maxwell Street

7 pm, North Shore
Congregation Israel
CLEMANTINE
WAMARIYA
The Girl Who Smiled Beads

12 noon, Luncheon,
University Club
DAVID RAPP
Tinker to Evers to Chance

6:30 pm at the store
Book Discussion Group
Leonardo da Vinci
by Walter Isaacson
Led by Jon Grand

12

1 pm at the store
CHRISTINE LAHTI
True Stories from an
Unreliable Witness
In conversation with Michael
Phillips of The Chicago Tribune
7 pm, a FAN Event
New Trier HS Northfield
TED DINTERSMITH
What School Could Be

9:30 am at the store
Book Discussion Group
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee
Led by Elise Barack

19

7 pm, Glencoe
Public Library
JENNIFER PALMIERI
Dear Madam President

26

12 noon, Luncheon,
University Club
SALLY HELGESEN
How Women Rise
7 pm, Vernon Area
Public Library
MATTHEW CORDELL
Wolf in the Snow
(Book Discussion at 6:30 pm)

18

24

25

1

12
12noon,
noon, Luncheon,
Luncheon,
University Club
University
DAVID KERTZER
KERTZER
DAVID
ThePope
PopeWho
Who Would
Would Be
Be King
King
The

Early May 2
Author Highlights

9

11:30 am, Josselyn Center
Annual Spring Luncheon
Northmoor Country Club
JUDITH GUEST
Ordinary People

6:30 pm at the store
JESSE ROGERS
Try Not To Suck

12 noon, Luncheon,
University Club
EDWARD TENNER
The Efficiency Paradox
6:30 pm, Book launch
at the store
MICHAEL BARSA
The Garden of Blue Roses

7 pm, a FAN Event,
6:30 pm at the store
Glennbard South
Book Discussion Group
High School The Heart’s Invisible Furies
DANIEL PINK
by John Boyne
When
Led by Alice Moody

6:30 pm at the store
COLLEGE NIGHT
with Alice Moody

30

11

6:30 pm at the store
LINDA GARTZ
Redlined

17

2 pm at the store
WILLIAM
HAZELGROVE
Al Capone and the 1933
World’s Fair

22

Saturday
7

6:30 pm at the store
RACHEL SLOTNICK
In Lieu of Flowers
VALERIE WALLACE
House of McQueen

Happy Easter!
The Book Stall is closed.

8

Friday

Thursday

10:30 am at the store
Saturday Morning
Story Hour Launch

13

10:30 am at the store
Saturday Morning
Story Hour

20

10:30 am at the store
Saturday Morning
Story Hour
3 pm at the store
DR. CORY FRANKLIN
The Doctor Will See You Now

28

27

10:30 am at the store
Saturday Morning
Story Hour

12 noon, Luncheon,
University Club
EILEEN McNAMARA
Eunice

4
4:30 pm at the store,
A Children’s Book Week
Writing Workshop
BLUE BALLIETT
Out of the Wild Night

21

7 pm, a FAN Event
New Trier HS Northfield
WENDY MOGEL
Voice Lessons for Parents

7 pm, Glencoe Public
Library
EILEEN McNAMARA
Eunice

3

14

All Day at The Book Stall
INDEPENDENT
BOOKSTORE DAY

5

